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Heartbreaking Loss: Trailblazing Ballerina Michaela DePrince, 29, Passes Away

Description

In a heartbreaking loss for the world of ballet, Michaela Mabinty DePrince, a trailblazing ballerina
whose life story inspired many, has passed away at the age of 29. Known for her grace, resilience, and
groundbreaking achievements, DePrince captivated audiences worldwide and broke barriers in an
industry historically lacking diversity.
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Herea??s a look at her remarkable journey and enduring legacy:
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e A Trailblazing Journey: Born Mabinty Bangura in Sierra Leone, DePrince’s early life was
marked by immense challenges, including the loss of her parents and mistreatment in an
orphanage. Despite these adversities, her passion for balletignited.

e From Adversity to Stardom: Adopted by an American family at age four, DePrince overcame
numerous obstacles to become a prominent figure in ballet. She performed with BeyoncA®,
graced the Boston Ballet stage,.and\was featured in the documentary First Position.

e Breaking Barriers: DePrince shattered racial barriers in ballet, becoming the youngest principal
dancer at Dance Theatre of Harlem and advocating for greater inclusion of Black dancers.

e A Lasting Legacy: Known for her humanitarian efforts, DePrince aspired to open a dance school
in Sierra Leone to empower future generations. In her memory, donations are encouraged to War
Child, an organization she supported.

e Family Tribute: Her sister Mia DePrince shared heartfelt memories, emphasizing Michaela’s
resilience and the profound impact she had on both the ballet world and her familya??s life.

e Enduring Inspiration: Michaela DePrincea??s life was a testament to overcoming the darkest
challenges and emerging as a symbol of grace, strength, and hope.

e Tragic Loss: Michaela Mabinty DePrince has passed away at 29. The cause of death has not
yet been disclosed. Her family said her death had been “sudden”.
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